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The PREFACE. 


7 AM oblig'd to introduce the following 
little Performance, by a ſhort Preface, 
for various Reaſons, one of which, is, to ex- 
plain why ſome Things are ſpoke of, as to 
come, that are really paſt, owing to the Re- 
marks thereon, having been made ſome Time 
ago, but the Publication deferr'd, until the 
Meeting of the Parliament, yet in no 
Senſe neceſſary to be alter'd, as the Thoughts 
concerning them appear to be right, and 
connect properly with the Sequel. 

One other is, that I did not chuſe to 
interrupt too much the Courſe of the Rea- 
ning, by the Intervention of Figures, which 
are apt to puzzle ſome ſort of Readers, and 
break the Thread of the Diſcourſe. Intend- 
ing at firſt to have given a compleat Table, 
of the State of the Expences of the laſt and 
preſent Wars, _— that already done, 
end in every Bodys Hands, who are ſup- 
bos d to read political Tratts, I have only 
illuſtrated the moſt important Part of the 
following Argument, by exhibiting to the 
Reader's View three Articles, which, J hope, 
will be ſufficient to open their Eyes, both as 
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1702 to 1708 incluſive, 


iv PREFACE. 


to the Wiſdom and Honeſfly of the preſent 
A n, independent of their other 
Conduct. 

The Principles I have calculated upon, J 
conceive to be very fair. The firſt ſeven 
Years of Queen Anne's War, ſet againſt an 
equal Number of the preſent, whereby cur 
Frugality 1s ſufficiently explain'd, and the 
Juſtice dene the Nation happily illuſtrated, 
The Concluſions to be made therefrom, is in 
every Man's own Breaſt, and while they can 
condeſcend to think ſuch Proceedings right, 
they are very welcome to glorify the preſent 
M——y, and rejoice in their own Folly. 


The Expence of ſeven Years 
War 1740 to 1746 incluſive, | 453,003,052 
The ſame of Queen — 31,736,281 


Difference, 9,266,771 


The Reaſon of this will appear very evi- 
dently, when we come to ſee the different 
Sums allowed for the ſame Articles. 

For 49,229 Men for 2 1,298,100 


Land Service, 1746, 
For 50,000 Ditto for Ditto 
1706, 1,003, 73 
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nt The Difference, beſides 

her 771 Men more, 2243 66 
—  —— 

4 The Ordinary of the Navy, 

* 17 3. 198,048 

an The ſame, 1706, 120,000 

Cur - — 

the Difference, 78,048 


fed, | — — 
Sin To Ordinance for the Land 
can Service for the Year 1 746( 
bt, excluſive of an Allowance 17 5,777 
ſent for extraordinary Charges — 
| 246,542 J. the Sum of, 

To the fame for, 1706, 120,000 


Difference, 55.777 


Jam aſbam d to trouble the Reader with 
— any more Articles, when the annual Diffe- 
771 rence on theſe three only, if the whole was 
— thrown in, would amount to above 500,000 l. 
evI- For the Truth on both Sides, I refer to the 
rent Votes of the Houſe of Commons, and believe, the 
warmeſt Advocates of People in Power will 
non my Account very much in their Favour. 
This eftabliſhes the Point I am aiming at by 
the following Treatiſe, which is intended to 
ſhew, that a Peace can't be in any Senſe 
neceſſary, if the military Men did their Du- 
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ty on the one Part, and the Civil on the . 
ther; beſides the Deſtruction of the French 
Trade, and the commanding a Peace on our 
own Terms; I think it may be fairly con- 
—— that erwithfending the extraordi- 
ry Expences, occaſion'd by the Rebellion, 
— we bad been at the Conclufion of the 
laſt Year 8, ooo, ooo l. leſs in Debt, which 
will fill grow upon us urprifingly, when, 
- for want of having done what might juſth 
be expected, little lefs is now to be rait d 
extraordinary every Year ; and if I was 10 
bew this in its true Dreſs, fully calculated, 
and bad remark'd, that four of the laſt ſeven 
Years Expence was on Account of a Spaniſh 
War only, it would ſtill appear more aſto- 
niſbing, what is become of all the Money. 
But as I hope that will be one Day conji- 
der d in @ proper Place, I don't chuſe at 
preſent to grve it the higheſt Colouring I an 
9 7 leaft I ſbould ſeem to prejudg e 
thoſe, who I hope — not be long unjudg d, 
for their own Sakes, as well as that 4 the 
Nations. 


VS 8-2 


STATE 


OF 1H 


NATION 


CONSIDER'D, Sr. 


SIR, 


HE Fate of England, as well as of 
all Europe, is now ſwiftly approach- 
ing towards its Crifis, and the Con- 
juncture ſo critically nice, as requires in a 
very extraordinary Manner, not only Yours, 
but the Care and Attention of every honeſt 
Man in your Houſe, In a word, ſomething 
s to be done, exquiſitely bold and ſtriking, 
bmething that will give the higheſt Eclat 
to our Arms, the greateſt Glory to our Ac- 
tions; or we are inevitably undone, This, 
A Sir, 


(2) 

Sir, is my Buſineſs to ſhew from indiſpy. 
table Facts; ſuch Facts as are clear as Light 
to the Underſtanding of every Reader, that 
are known to be true, as ſoon as exhibited, 
and the Inferences therefrom juſt, natural 
and eaſy; ſuch as every Man will make 
that reflects, and acknowledge the inſtant 
he conſiders. 


I preſume that no Body will diſpute with 
me that there is a wide Difference, between 
begging and commanding a Peace ; or that 
a Peace can be commanded, where the War 
is not wiſely conducted, both as to the ci- 
vil and military. In the firſt, by throwing 
Money idly away on uſeleſs or worth- 
leſs People ; in the laſt by employing Men 
without Merit, Character, or Honour, In 
the firſt Caſe, Money will always be want- 
ed for the Exigencies of the State; Man 
increaſes Want, Neceſſity heightens Intereſt; 
Debts improve upon Debts, and the Na- 
tion from commanding Money at what 
Intereſt they pleaſe to give, muſt be reduc'd 
to take it, on the Terms of thoſe who ate 
willing to lend, whole Views are to grow 


immenſely rich on the common Ruin. 
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The employing of Men not judiciouſly 
ſuited to the End aim'd at, muſt produce 
Diſappointments; Diſappointments uſeleſs 
Expence ; a parallel Evil to that of giving Mo- 
rey away to worthleſs People in the Civil 
Branch, and together be followed by ſuch 
fatal Conſequences as I tremble to re- 
count, | 


I am the more concern'd to mention this 
by way of Introduction, as I find the Ge- 
nius of the Nation well inclin'd to re- 
medy ſuch Diſorders, in a calm and gentle 
Manner: And to exert itſelf at this tender 
Conjuncture, for the univerſal Welfare. The 
natural Britiſh Spirit is ready to break its 
Bounds, and wants nothing but a Man of 
true Fire at the Head of Affairs to give it 
Vent, and to let it ruſh with all its genial 
Fury on the Houſe of Bourbon. 


As Affairs are circumſtanc'd, the Ene- 
mies of his Majeſty, and of the Conſtitu- 
tion, both at Home and Abroad, lay a 
great Streſs on the Difficulties we mult ſoon 
be driven to, if our Plan of Conduct be 
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not immediately alter d. They examine ia. 
to, and ſee clearly this Courſe cannot hold 
long; and thereupon build their Hopes of 
our being preſently in a State of Confuſion, 
It is therefore not only neceſſary, but ab- 
ſolutely diſhoneſt in any Man, who has it 
in his Power, not to ſhew the dangerous 
Situation we are in; that the ſame may be 
ſeriouſly confider'd by every Honeſt Bi- 
ton, laid cloſe to his Heart, and the Means 
towards a Remedy purſu'd with Courage 


and Addreſs. 
There has been a Neceſſity through the 


Courſe of this War, to advance ſome Mil- * 
lions annually, above what was neceſſary in I with 
Times of Peace; had double the Sum been ſeque 
rais'd, ſo a ſuitable Spirit and Rectitude had upor 
attended it, we had certainly been Gainers. Wl he. 
The Deſtruction of the French Trade nd * 
Shipping, muſt have been followed with «co 
the Riſe of our own, and had amply an- WI « t 
ſwer d our Expences, as well as com- that 
manded a Peace. We for ſome Time ad- they 
ed very briſkly, and then of a ſudden, one are 
can hardly tell how, or why, we fell into four 

a kind of Lethargy; and inſtead of in 
proving l 


SY 

proving the forward Spirit of the People, 
25 our Allies got Ground, the Genius of 
Britain droop'd, and we ſunk into an in- 
famous Fawning on the French for Peace. 
Fearing, I ſuppoſe, that when more Money 
was wanting, it would not be readily grant- 
ed, until the Application of what had been 
given, was fairly accounted for. Here is 
2 judicious Inference drawn from a bad 


Principle, and diſhonourable Means profe- 
cuted, to bury bad Conduct in Oblivion. 


There is, Sir, a kind of new Whim or 
miniſterial Cant diffus'd among the People, 
with great Art and Induſtry. All the Cen- 
ſequences of their bad Management is thrown 
upon thoſe who write in favour of the Pub- 
lic, which they call writing againſt them, 
and their Concluſion is, that fach Writers 
encourage Rebellion, and aid the Enemies 
of the State. It it be retorted upon them 
that they are the only Enemies of the State, 
they wou'd be very angry, yet, as we 
ue coming to Facts, I am afraid it will be 
lound too true. 


[ conceive thoſe to be Enemies to the 
State who undcrtake Poſts they arc incapa- 
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ble of executing, that ſquander away the 


Public Money, or employ People in the Th 
Service, who are only fit for Places as be. the * 
ing their Friends. not W 
tiſe b 

They are Friends to the Adminiſtration, That 
who remark the Errors of the Adminiftra WM Curre 
tion, and aim to amend them, becauſe ſuch perha 
being amended makes the State ſecurer. [t - 

| © 


The Money neceſſary for the Service of WM 2 C 
the Year 1746, was 7,063,352. 175. This The 
appears by the Votes of the Houſe, and there- there 
fore needs no Proof. and 


The Money neceſſary for the Service of WM i b 
the Year 1747, I conceive will be at leaſt 
10,500,c00: Thus, 
To the Service of 1747, - 135 
To keep down the {Ae Debt Lodi 

and Intereſt, — i — 
To make good the Civil Liſt, 700,000 
The Expences of the Rebellion, 5oo, oco 


To New England, on Account 
of Cape- Breton. 5 200,000 tun 
To the Expences of the Court ae 
— > | 200,c00 whe 
To a Vote of Credit. oo, ooo Mo 


. 


10,363,357 
The 


the 


1 


The Money for the neceſſary Service of 
the War, muſt be rais'd, but if it is 
not well conducted, the Deficiencies will 
tiſe by Degrees to ſo enormous a Sum, 
That even Seven Millions won't anſwer the 
Current Service in Time of Peace, nor 
perhaps double that Sum in a future War. 
If the Civil Lift requires 700, 000/. to make it 
700d now, I need not tell Men accuſtomed 
to calculate what muſt inevitably follow. 
The Intereſt on that Sum will be large, 
there will be more Deficiences every Year, 
and if ſupplied, as muſt neceſſarily be the 
Caſe, more Intereſt upon that, this Increaſe 
of both Principal and Intereſt, muſt lead 
us beyond. our Bearings, as the Seamen's 
Phraſe is, and conſequently fink under the 
Burthen; a Burthen too that has nothing to 
do with either Var or Peace. Not a Debt 
created by, or for the Public Service, but 
to ruin and diſtract our Affairs. A proper 
Application of the Civil Lift, can never 
run us in Debt. Yet will this Debt, when 
created, be firſt made good, becauſe thoſe 
who created it, and thoſe on whom the 


Money has been ſquandered, and who ex- 
A 4 pect 
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1 
pect ſtill to be further ſupplied, will cer. 
tainly intereſt themſelves, in the making 
of it good; the dangerous Conſequence; 
naturally reſulting heretrom, I am afraid have 
not been conſidered with that Concern for 
the Public Welfare as might at this critical 


Conjuncture be expected, from Men who: ent 
Hearts are rather warm than active in the mal 
Public Service. For there is nothing truer, nect 
than that the Civil Lf ſubject to its pro- ſho 
per Applications only, is very ſufficiently ing 
ſupplied, and in Confequence cannot be ho- dic 
neſtly in Debt: And if in Debt, it ought der 
to be known why ; then if the Deficiency 66 
appears to have been ſquandered, ſurely 2 
thoſe who have done it, ought to ſupply it as | 
out of their own Eſtates; for what have to 
the Public to do therewith? me 
tak 

From hence we ſee the Neceflity of accu- me 
rately inſpecting into the Defciency of the wi 
Civil Lift, which we ought not to make W. 
good, unleſs it evidently appears to have T. 
ariſen merely from the Funds deſtined to of 
ſupport it: And even then we hope 1n theſe A 
neceffuary expenſive Times, that it will be lj 


ſhewn 
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ſhewn, that what has ariſen, has been only 
applied according to its Deflination; for as 
otherwiſe it may only be amaſſed to carry 
Es, we may continue eternally in 
the idle Error, that the Sovereign needs 
ſuch Aſſiſtance; though it may and is true 
enough with regard to Miniſters, And to 
make them come to this Teſt, it's extremely 
neceſſary that thoſe pecuniary Channels 
ſhould be dammed up, which, when flow- 
ing freely, operate ſo much to the Preju- 
dice of the Community. I would not be un- 
derſtood to mean by this, to ſtop any ne- 
eeffary Supplies for the carrying on of the 
ar, badly conducted as it is, but ſuch only 
as lead to miſchievous Ends, that contribute 
to looſen and enfeeble the Bands of Govern- 
ment, and prevent proper Meaſures being 
taken, for raiſing our Reputation once 
more to its priſtine Luſtre. This, Sir, you 
will readily conceive, is not to be effected 
while the Morals of Men are to be played 
Tricks with, and tho in the Direction 
of Affairs, want both Spirit and Judgment. 
A War, Sir, ought to be carried on like a 
Har, not wavering between Earth and 
Heaven 


— . + - - » Ia 
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Heaven, not raiſed by vain Hopes or cowed 
by idle Fears; Inſtability ſhews the want of 
Judgment as well as Reſolution, and we ſeem 
to be aiming at a Peace on any Terms, our 
determined Enemies will give it us; and of 
becoming their Slaves, by playing the Fool 
with the Var. And however it may be 
pretended that we want good Officers, both 
by Sea and Land, there is nothing truer 
than that no Nation ever wanted them, and 
this perhaps leſs than any, when right Mea- 
ſures were taken to have them, When thoſe 
that behave ill, are broke without Ceremo- 
ny ; and thoſe that behave well, honoured 
and encouraged. 


A Par, rightly conducted, can never hurt 
this Nation, becauſe we have in our own 
Hands, the Power of ruining the Trade of 
our Adverſaries, and thereby of raiſing our 
own, which in any War with the French 
will pay the Expences, and did ſo in this, 
till our late neutral Conduct at Sea turn'd 
the Scale, leſſened the number of our Pri- 
vateers, and, by the oddeſt Management in 


the World, gave the Balance to the Enemy, 
; who 


- 
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who have done more with a few Ships, than 


we with all our Grand Fleet: At a Time 
too when our Allies by Land, are making 


large Strides towards reducing the exorbi- 
tant Power of the Enemy. 


It is the common Pretence of Miniſters, 
when they ſucceed ſuch as had confuſed the 
Public Affairs, to ſay that Matters ſo cir- 


cumſtanced are not readily ſet right again: 


But what Pretence have they who force 
themſelves into Power, when Affairs are in 
a fine Train of Succeſs, and then murther 
and confound every Thing they meddle 
with ? 


By the Treaty of Worms, the Founda- 
tion was laid of driving the French and 
Spaniards out of Italy, and by the wiſe 
Conduct of our magnanimous Ally, it has 
had its Effect; in Deſpight of Oppoſition 
and Ignorance. But our Naval Glory 
at this fame Time ſunk almoſt to no- 
thing; the French with three or four 
Men of War commanding the Sea: Their 
Trade paſſes and repaſſes without Mo- 
leſtation 
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leſtation, and one private Commander in 
the French Service ſo poorly ſuported, 
could not only convoy his own Trade, in 
Oppolition to a ſuperior Force, but like- 
wiſe diſperſe ours and ſeize their Convoy, 
The Privateers are almoſt all laid up, and, 
for any uſe we find them of, ſo might our 
Men of War be too. Thus Ignorance triumphs 
in this ill fated Nation: and while we have 
a Prince upon the Throne, as brave and as 
Juſt, as ever reigned, we don't find the 
Conduct of the War on our Part, in any 
Senſe adequate to, or connecting with the 
warm and vigorous Meaſures purſued by 
our Allies. 


To render this more apparent, if Mat- 
ters ſo clear and obvious need be made 
more ſo; Let us conſider the preſent State 
of our Navy, both Civil and Military, and 
what a fine Condition it is brought to in 
both Caſes, what it has done, and what 
a terrible Debt it has created. 


The Number of fighting Ships and Vet- 
ſels excluding Bomb Veſſels, Fire Ships, 


and 


anc 


Lil 
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and hired Ships, &c. are, if the printed 
Liſt be right, 213. Thus, 


iſt. Rates 6 


2d — 12 
— — 
4th —_ — 65 
5th — 27 
GU —— — 30 
Sloops - 25 

213. 


Out of theſe we may preſume, there are 
about 150 employed, which on an Average 
have 300 Men each, the Sum Total where. 
of is 45,000, whereout 5000 may be allow- 
cd for the Deficiencies in their Comple- 
ments, and there remains only 49,000, . 
ihe Number allotted to the Current Service 
of the Year; perhaps leſs are employed, 
The Allowance by Parliament is four 
Pounds a Man a Month, which for 40,000 
Men, including Ware, Tare, Victualling 
Wages, and Ordnance Stores, amount, at 
thirteen Months to the Year, to 2,090,000 /. 
Upon Navy Intereft and ren Tnteref Bills 
above $00,000/. To the Officers and 
Nen, 
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Men, on a random Calculation for 24 
Months Pay, only about 1,200,000 /. more, 
together about 2,000,000 /. 


The French never employ above forty 
Men of War on the the fame Average 
and if in them ſomewhat more Men, are 
not at more Expence, as for a like Number 
of ours; their whole at 300 Men a Ship, is 
12000. amounting, for 26 Months at Four 
Pounds a Man a Month, to 1,248,c00 J. 80 
that their whole Expence in two Years is 
leſs by 752,c00/. than our Debt, beſides 
4,160,000/. allowed for the ſaid 26 Months 
by Parliament, the Difference therefore 
between their Expence and ours in two 
Years is, 4,912,000 /. | 


But this is not all, the Navy Bills, after 
being due fix Months, pay 5 per Cent. In- 
tereſt, and in the Interval carry, on an Ave- 
rage, a Diſcount of Eight per Cent. This 
Eight per Cent. ſeems no Charge on the 
Government, but that is a great Miſtake; 
for, as all People know of this Diſcount, 
they will make their Contracts according- 


ly, and therefore falls on the Government 
really 


(24 1 
really, tho? not apparently; the Conſequence 
whereof is a large accumulating Debt, ob- 


vious enough to the meaneſt Underſtanding, 


I muſt obſerve, that there is a neceſſary 
Sum, befides all this allowed annually for 
the Ordinary of the Navy, Repairs of Ship- 
ping, &c. independent of the above; ſo that 
we are upon the whole running precipitate- 
ly into a Debt, it is morally impoſſible can 
cver be paid, 


The Reaſon of comparing with the French 
and ſetting our 150 Ships againſt their 40, 
is this; they do more with their 40 than 
we do with our 150, convoy their Trade 
as ſafely, and take more of our Ships than 
we do of theirs, conſequently have the bet- 
ter of us in Naval Affairs, by 2,456,000 
Pounds Sterling a Year, And as I conceive 
we are in one Shape or another at as much 
Expence in the Land Service as the French, 
it will follow, that we can either afford to 
lpend 2,456,000 a Year more than they, 
beſides the great accumulating Debt, or, by 
by the Methods we purſue, be inevitably 
run'd, 

I don't 
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I don't pretend here to be exact in my 
Calculation, but am on the favourable Side 
of the Queſtion, having made great Allow- 
ances where leis were ſufficient. You will 
find, Sir, when the Accounts come before 
you, that upon the whole they are but too 
true: And if you are beſides called upon to 
make good the Civil Liſt, there will be 
ſuch a Demand upon the Public this Seſ- 
ſion, as I believe you will conceive is not 
readily to be made good ; and that will na- 
turally lead you to conſider how this hap- 
pens; whence it will evidently occur to 
you, that if our Naval Forces had done 
their Duty, been properly diſpoſed by thoſe 
who directed them, and thoſe employ'd du- 
ly active in their Stations, that this Increaſe 
of the Public Debt had yet accrued, but 
then they had been balanc'd by the RA 
of the French Trade, and poflibly of their 
Navy. This would have paid the growing 
Debt amply enough; when, as it happens, 
the Caſe is quite contrary, and we have 
this Debt with the Rx in of our own Trad, 
So that the Fault muſt not here be laid on 


the War, which is right, and what every 
Body 
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Body wiſhes to be vigorouſly continued, but 
on the Conduct of it, which is wrang, and 


which all hope will be duly conſider'd. 


Mr, Conflans, the French Commodore, as 
appears by his Journal in the Utrecht Ga- 
zette of the 22d of November, N. S. with 
the Terrible of 74 Guns, the Neptune of 
74, the Alcyon of 50, and the Glory of 46, 
convoy'd from the Road of Aix near Ro- 
chelle, the 29th of April laſt, 230 Merchant 
Ships for the Veſt-Indies. We find ſoon 
afterwards, that from another Part of the 
fame Coaſt, not far diſtant, the Duke 4 An 
ville got off with the Fleet to America, 
Mr. Conflans convoy'd his Fleet ſafe, and re- 

ning with another Fleet in July, fell in 
with five of our Men of War, under Com- 
nadore Lee, who never interrupted him. 
In Auguſt with another Convoy, he fell in 
with Admiral Davers's Squadron, which 
we fince learn were under the Command of 
Commodore Mitchell, and they alſo very 
complaiſantly let him paſs. In September, 
the fame French Officer fell in with our 
tomeward-bound Leeward-1/land Trade, 
B took 


( 18 ) 
took one of their Convoy, the Severn My 
of War, and ſome of the Merchant Ship 
The firſt letting of him paſs was owing u 
Negligence at Home, like as in the Caſe d 
D' Azville's Squadron. The Conſequence 
was, that the French made good their Trade 
and injur'd ours with four Ships, which 
we cou'd not, or rather did not do, on the 
other Side, with perhaps four and 7hirty, 
This has eſſentially to do with the accu- 
mulating Expence, for at this Rate we are 
running in Debt without Senſe or Mean- 
ing, though the Rectitude of the War a 
clear as ever; it is plainly therefore more 
neceffary to change Hands than to make 
bad Peace. The Spirit of the Nation is + 
wake, and wants nothing but a ſuitable 


Genius, and real Skill to conduct it, in or- On 
der to bring its Honour into ſome kind oi vereig 
Repute. After what has been ſaid, you can t ſter, 

help ſeeing the Neceflity of this, fince with i opera 


good Management one Campaign more by 
Land will put the French on the defentive 
every where, and good Conduct at Sea en- 
tirely knock up the French Trade to the 
Weſt-Indies, and render our Fleet truly fot- 
midable. 


+ 2? 
midable. The hanging half a dozen Sea 
Officers may poſſibly be a very meritorious 
Deed : And the obliging our Land Admi- 
rals to retire to their Country Seats, and di- 
ret the Navigation of their own Fiſh 
Ponds, the moſt becoming Act in theWorld. 
This, Sir, puſh'd with Vigour, will make 
2 Britiſh Parliament rever'd, give that juſt 
Luſtre and Dignity to the Crown, the Ma- 
jeſty of the Wearer merits, who reigns in 
the Heart of every honeſt Man in the King- 
dom, and once more revive that Reputati- 
on and Fame which Britain has ever ac- 
quir'd, when we were ſo happy as to have 
Men of Senſe in the Direction of Public 


Our Situation will then be, that the So- 
vereign, will in effect, be his own Mini- 
ſter, his gallant Spirit will unite, act, and 
operate with thoſe he does the Honour, and 
the Nation the Juſtice to employ ; and in 
that Light we can't help thriving by the 
War, and commanding a happy Peace ; a 
Peace as honourable as laſting ; a ſucceſs- 
B 2 ful 
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ful Trade, and an abundant Flow (f 
Wealth. ä 


In our preſent State we are ſuſpended be. 
tween Hope and Fears, trifling with a War, 
and fooling with Negoczations. - Our Ex. 
pences going on, and our Debts increaſing; 


vainly labouring to acquire nothing, and 
fighting of Shadows, 


But to bring all this Reaſoning into a 
narrow Compaſs, you will be pleas'd, Sir, 
to conſider, that we have about three Mil- 
lions to provide this Year, more than the 
laſt; if we do not do it, we are only de- 
ceiving ourſelves; if it were fix, we could 
bear it, nay, be Gainers with good Conduct; 
but there muſt be wiſe Meaſures purſued in 
the raifing of it, and Prudence, Juſtice, 
and Honour, in the Diſpoſition. Our Fleet 
muſt be better govern'd, and better offi- 
cer'd, our Trade better convoy'd, and Skill 
and Reſolution appear through the Manage- 
ment of all our Affairs. I need not tell you, 
Sir, who they are, whom the People wilh 
to ſce at the Head of the Miniſtry, th: 


Army, 


( 2x ) 


ol Army, and the Navy: And as the Affairs 


of Europe in general are in a very hope- 
ful Way, by the happy Progreſs of the Arms 
of our Allies on the Side of South France, 
I ſhould not in the leaſt doubt, that when- 
ever his Royal Highneſs the Duke, ſhall be 
appointed to command again in Flanders, 
but that we ſhall have as pleaſant a Proſ- 
pect on that Side. The Trade of France 
can ſubſiſt no longer, than while our Fleet 
is properly diſpos d. I need not repeat a- 
gain, that the Ruin of the French Trade 
will be the Improvement of our own, but 
may add, that the Advantage of improv- 
ing our Commerce, will not be the only 
Benefit reſulting therefrom, fince on the 
French Trade in a great Meaſure depends 
the Support of their Armies by Land; fo 
that in reality, a right Judgment in the 
Management of our Naval Affairs is the 
Baſis whereon is built our Hopes of ending 
this War happily, and of getting out of 
Debt. But, Sir, if we had an Angel at the 
Head of Naval Affaire, if we had not as 
bright a Being at the Head of the Miniſtry 
too, to co-operate with him, all muſt end 

B 3 in 


— 
3 - 


— — — 


— 


— Ae . ——— SIG non 0 — 14 Sai — 
-- 


— —— —— — - <= — ——— 


— — 


— — wy 


- = hs _ - — 
* 
-. 7” ww 
, 


—— — — — — 
Ee / 4 © 

N 

- 


2 of 
3 +4 
i 
' 
| | 
: 5 
„ 
1 
* 


*— 4 + * " " _—— 1 * 
5 PI 2 Dc bod ec ame as ck - 6 TIS * 
Gam DS n - 4 * 4 S — 
= _—_ * — — — kg; - 
— 1 
0 -* 
5 * — — « A = 4 —» » 2. 2 " 7 
» 2 — - - 7 . - _ — = — — 9 — 
=4 © 4 7 
by 4 
* - * * . 4 0 # 9 | 
. * wo - 4 - * 2 - & » 1 is LR 2 
* 
— — — - * * = _ — 3 1 „ N 


(22) 
in nothing. The whole State, Sir, muſt be 
uniform and of a Piece, as it was in that 
Part of the late Queen's Reign when Marl. 
borough triumph d. The Miniſter muſt be 
above either Corruption or corrupting, he 
muſt know how to diſtinguiſh and encou- 
rage Men of Merit, and have Virtue enough 
to deſpiſe thoſe little Arts that keep totter- 
ing Miniſters on their Legs; he muſt give 
Penſions to none, and Places only to ſuch as 
can and will do their Duty in them: He muſt 
be in perfect Harmony with the chief Com- 
manders both by Sea and Land, ſupply them 
well, and leave them to their own Judg- 
ment as to their Conduct in their reſpective 
Stations, giving them every Information, but 
no Directions; nothing being clearer than 
that either they are not fit to command, or 
ought to be abſolutely confided in. A high 
Station is a Bond ſufficient upon any wiſe 
Man, and it is the Miniſter's Fault, if ſuch 
be not employ'd, the reſt ought to depend 
upon themſelves; and where ſuch are wel 
choſe, and a ſtrict Harmony between them 
and the Miniſter, in all human Probability 
Succeſs will follow. This, Sir, with the 


having 


5 
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having our Taxes rightly adjuſted, and the 
Public Money wiſely difpos'd, to the Uſe 
of the Public only, I can't help thinking 
muſt conduce to the happy Event we wiſh, 
his Majeſty's Honour and Security, the Na- 
tion's Glory and Welfare, and the univer- 
fal Happineſs of us all. I need not fay how 
much it is in the Power of you and your 
Collegues, to bring this Change about, 
that Britain may once more have the Di- 
rection of the Affairs of Europe, and ſhine 
again Queen of Ifles and of the Ocean. 


There is no fairer Rule to judge of Men 
in Power, than by their Actions and Pur- 
ſuits. If theſe are ſteddy, equal, and dif- 
cerning, the Events flowing therefrom will 


conclude, that the wiſeſt Men are always 
lucceſsful, though in the Conduct of the 
Affairs they undertake, it will appear that 
they deſerv d Succeſs. But it will not de- 
note any Signs of Wiſdom, to be in one 
continued Error, from the beginning to the 
End of an Adminiſtration. 
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Let us examine the Matter, Point by 
Point. An Expedition is intended againſt 
France, for what? why to anſwer ſome 
eminent End; at leaſt the taking of Por: 
L'Orient, and deſtroying the India Maga- 
Zines, &c. for this Purpoſe the Troops are 
march'd down to Portſmouth, and divert 
themſelves there all the Summer. In the 
mean Time the French proſecute their Af- 
fairs in the Low Countries, and drive the 
Allies out of Brabant. The Expedition 
then was not to divert the French Forces 
from beating the Allies: They do their Bu- 
ſineſs there, and put their Troops into 
Winter Quarters, which is no ſooner known 
that they can be well ſpared to march any 
where, but inſtantly the Fleet fails, It is 
now the Autumnal Equinox, high Winds 
prevalent, more eſpecially in the Weſtern 
Quarter, they reach the Enemies Coaſt, 
and land in an open Road about 5000 Men, 
march them away to take a fortify'd'Fown 
without Artillery, return again to their 
Ships; land again where there is nothing 

materia 


PRE) 
material to meddle with, plunder a few 
Farmhouſes and Churches, and then return 


Home, 


Now ſuppoſe this Expedition in Fa& 
did not coſt above 2 or 300,000 Pounds, 
for Tranſports, Proviſions, &c. that Mo- 
ney added to 2 or 300,900 more given 
away to Stock- Jobbers, would have gone 
a great away, towards diſcharging the Na- 
vy Debt, and fo of ſaving much Intereſt ; 
and the Fleet attending this Expedition, 


properly diſpoſed, might have ſaved the 
Leward Iſland Convoy, might have met 
Mr. Conflans's Squadron returning -Home, 
and picked up ſome of D' Anville's ſtatter- 
ed Fleet : There was plainly no End an- 
lwered by this Expedition, nor were they 
unfortunate in it; for I think in Effet no 
body oppoſed them, nor, as good Luck 
would have it, the Winds neither; if it 
drew any Troops out of Flanders, it was 
inſignificant at that Time; nor did it hin- 
der others marching into Provence. So 
that what end it anſwered, or why it was 
lent remains a Myſtery, or rather had no 

Meaning 
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Meaning at all. I believe we all agree 
it did no good, it will follow then to 
examine, whether it did not do any harm. 


The Honour of a Nation is one of its 
choiceſt Jewels. This gives it Figure, Dig- 
nity, and Influence abroad, and is the 
Means of ſaving much Wealth, fince a 
People really revered, are ſeldom quarelled 
with willingly ; but when Nations, whom 
all their Neighbours know enter into 
Wars, without Syſtem, and undertake 
Enterpriſes without adjuſting the Means 
to the End, they will not regard the enter- 
ing into a Var with them, as well ap- 
priſed that no material Evil can reſult there- 
from: The Conſequence whereof is, that 
we muſt either be eternally in a #riflng 
War, or, what is as bad, an uncertain and 
unſiable Peace. A Nation's Honour is this, 
that Care be firſt taken in the making of 
Treaties, and then be as careful not to break 
them, on any Conſiderations whatever. II 
neceſſitated to enter into a Var, to calcu- 
late and adjuſt every Thing in ſuch a Man- 
ner as to be morally ſure of carrying the 

Point 
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Point aimed at. In this light the Spani/b 
Var ought to have been puſhed with the 
utmoſt Vigour, or not entered into at all, 
Since the Far has become more general, 
the Enemy. ſhould certainly have been puſh- 
ed where weakeſt, inſtead of being played 
with where ſtrongeſt. The whole Coaffs 
of France and Spain have been hitherto 
unguarded, their Troops all drawn off into 
Flanders and Italy, and therefore obvious 
enough, where they ought to have been 
attacked, but immature Attempts to this 
Purpoſe, are full as idle, as diſhonourable ; 
to have taken Port L'Orient, would have 
been carrying an important Point, but the 
ſeeming to defign it without Force ſuffi- 
cient, is not only the worſt kind of Con- 
duct, as it relates to the Act itſelf, but 
alſo as it relates to the future, for hence 
Care will be taken, to prevent even the 
Poſſibility of any future Succeſs, and 
thus have deſtroyed all after Views, as 
well as murthered the preſent. Surely 
then an Expedition ſo miſerably managed 
had better been let alone, tho a juſter De- 
"vn in general could never have been ima- 
gined, 


(28) 
gined. The conducting of right Deſign 
wrongly, ſhews in the ſtrongeſt Light that 
can be, the Want of Genius and Ability in 
a Miniſtry, A Man cannot be queſtioned 
in his Underſtanding, when he makes 
Traverſes in walking over an untrodden 
Graſs Field, but he muſt be blind indeed, 
who cannot keep in a Path laid out for 
him. It is the fame in State Matters. 
There is a certain Courſe of Intricacies, 
which no Man can be ſure of ſteering ſted- 
dily through: In the War he cannot an- 
{wer for the Skill, Conduct, and Courage 
of every Officer employed, no more 
than he can for the Wiſdom and Ma- 
nagement of many of his Civil Agents; 
but he can, when an important Point is 
to be carried, not only give a fair Judg- 
ment of whom he ought principally to 
employ, and likewiſe take Care that he is ſut- 
ficiently furniſhed to ſucceed in his Enter- 
priſe; if theſe are not done, an Enterpri/* 
becomes ridiculous, the Nation is enfeebled 
and diſhonoured, and the Minifter ſhew" 
to be unfit for his Station. Theſe ale! 
Kind of ſelf evident Principles, which 


prove 
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prove themſelves as ſoon as inſtanced , and 
ate therefore the true Teſt whereby to try 
the Capacity of a Miniſter ; and ſurely the 
late Attempt on Port Þ Orient, was an 
Experiment with a Witneſs, as to the 
Manner wherein it was propoſed to be exe- 
cuted; and may produce a ſevere Reſent- 
ment from our Enemies, for what indeed 
we only ought to be laughed at. 


It is very plain from hence that the pre- 
ſent Miniſters Capacity doth not ſhine in 
the Direction of Enterpriſes; it's plain from 
what occurs to every Man's Underſtanding 
that it don't lye in the Management of the 
Revenues, either as to the improving, che- 
riſhing, or getting the Taxes properly in; 
it being but too notorious that one third 
Part, is at leaſt loſt, for want of effec- 
tually deſtroying thoſe Gangs of Robbers, 
that pur ſue their wicked Courſes with Im- 
punity, that make a Jeſt of the Law, and 
deſpiſe all Government; and if there can 
be any Surplus rais'd at this critical Con- 
juncture, we have ſome reaſon to fear that 
it will be expended no way to the Honour 
| or 
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or - Intereſt of the Nation. Now as theis 
are the two material Points, whereon the 
reſt chiefly depend, and there appears not 
even the Face of Conduct in either, what 
are we not to expect in Conſequence; and 
this too at a Time, when the fineft Proſped 
imaginable preſents, of making ourſelves 
happy and eaſy for ever ? If we cannot get 
in our old Taxes, new ones naturally occur, 
Intereſt riſes upon them, and conſequently 
an unneceſſary Increaſe of our Debts, which 
can only be remedied, as that merry Fel- 
low who wrote the Plain Reaſoner has 
paradoxically ſhewn; by putting a final 
Concluſion either to the wrong Means of 


raiſing them as now; or of a y_ 
Bankruptcy, 


The preſent Notion of reducing ſome 
Expences will be very far from anſwering 
the great End, of doing our Buſineſs as we 
ought, the ſaving of 20, or 30,000 a Year 
in one Article, while by one other we loſe 
ſome Hundred thouſand Pounds, and by ? 
third give as much away. The Specie 
carried out of the Kingdom by the Smug: 


lers 
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lers, and the Money given People who 
+. WM ought to be paid in another Coin, renders 
ſuch Sums as are to be ſo ſaved Trifles: 
Nor were all the Whims and Inventions of 
aa Mankind, for raiſing new Taxes executed, 
a would they in any Senſe anſwer a parallel 
re: ti Furpoſe, of raiſing what the Law previouſ- 
ly entitles us to, and ſaving of what is un- 
lawfully given away, So that we are really 
by every new Scheme, beginning at the 
wrong End, or rather going on from bad 
to worſe, and while we are, as to our fo- 
reign Affairs, in the fineſt Situation in 
the World, we are at Home, feeding on 
our own Bowels without Thought, Re- 
flection, Compaſſion, or Mercy; and this 
purely for want of that common Care 
which the plaineft Underſtanding in the 
World, with the Help of an ingenuous 
Mind, and an honeſt Heart, readily be- 
comes Maſter of. 


The Reaſon againſt it lies here, The 
private Intereſt of a few particular Men, is 
to over-balance all Regards to the Honour, 
Welfare, and Proſperity of the State; they 
muſt 
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maſt be ſupported in Power at all Hazards, 
and Smuglers permitted in a Courſe of Plun- To 
der and Rapine, becauſe once in fevn Wl 1 app 


Years, they can ſerve a particular Intereſt ; I me N 


but I hope they won't preſume to call this chat n 
governing a Nation, it is making a Jeſt of mies « 
all Government, and laughing at every Knave 
thing that's juſt and facred, and therefore W Men 

ought to be conſidered properly, by thoſe Spirit, 
whoſe more immediate Bufinefs it is to p64. 
conſider them, to rectify their P roceeding, Time 
and to give the Nation a fair Account of get ch 
their Actions. are o 


To w 
if the 


mon 


We may ſubſiſt now, To- morrow and 
next Day, under ſuch wild Conduct, but 
the Event mult be evidently fatal; what 
Difficulties it has already put us under, and 


what Dangers brought us into, is but too _ 
obvious, not to intimate the certain Con- teeph 
ſequences of a Continuance, and we cannot but i. 
be rightly in our Senſes, and ſuffer ſuch eſly 

Acts to be perpetuated, when it is fo caſily he 6 
remedied, by employing better Friends to their 

the Royal Family and to the Conſtitution, enſib 


with Abilities infinitely ſuperior. 4 
0 
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To you then, Sir, and to your Collegues 

I appeal; I may fay without Vanity, that 

3 Wh the Nation appeals and demands your Aid, 
mat not only the public but the private Ene- 
mies of the State, the Fools, as well as the 
Knaves, may be properly diſpoſed of, and 
Men of Skill, Penetration, Honour, and 
Spirit, directing the Helm. Men lay up 
Eftates for their Children, yet at the ſame 
Time, by not confidering this rightly, for- 
get that they are really doing of nothing, and 
are only amafiing Wealth in the Clouds. 
To what End is all their Pains and Labour, 
if they ſuffer, at the fame Time, the com- 
mon Rapine to ſwallow them up. He 
that gets much tor his Children on this 
Plan, is not heaping Wealth, but Sorrow 
and Poverty on them, When a Nation's too 
deeply mortgaged, no Man has any Eſtate, 
but in Imagination, and while this is need- 
lely permitted, what muſt our Poſterity 
lay of either the Wiſdom or Honeſty of 
their Anceſtors! This, Sir, will occur more 
ſenſibly to your Apprehenſion, when it 
ſhall appear that ſome People are contriv- 
C ing 
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ing to make Peace with France at a Time 
when the common Enemy is in Effect ruin- 
ed, This does not, I confeſs, at firſt Sight 
ſeem quite clear to every Body ; but the 
Reaſon is, becauſe they do not conſider the 
true State of the Caſe in all its Parts, and 
without which, it's impoſſible to give a right 
Judgment of our Situation, You will 
pleaſe Sir, therefore, to reflect, that the 
French on the firſt ſetting out of this Var 
had the following Aids, which are now 
entirely loſt to them, viz. 

By the Alliance of Prufia 100,000 Men 


By the late Emperor 30,000 
By the EleQtor Palatine 6,000 
By the Prince of Heſſe 6,000 
By the Two Sicilies 20,000 


By the Republic of Genaa 12,000 
By Spain (more than now) 50, ooo 


Sum Total 224.000 


I do not chuſe to aggravate this Account; 
but as there are Eleven thouſand Heffians and 
Bavarians, Part of the above Troops, now 
in our Service, which, added to the Loſſes 
that 
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that the French have ſuſtained in Trah, 
Germany, &c. I cannot think the Account 
heightened, if I ſay upon the Whole that 
the French are weaker now, than at the 
beginning of the War by at leaſt 300,000 
diſciplined Men, This, Sir, makes a vaſt 
Alteration in the State of the War, and I 
dare ſay will ſtrike you with Ideas, very 
diſtant from Peace, at leaſt unleſs begged 
of us. I know the Partiſans of France 
and of Power, will talk of Reſources in- 
finite which that Kingdom can afford. This, 
at firſt Sight, looks well, and would have 
ſome Truth in it too, were we attempting 
to conquer France, becauſe then the whole 
Country fights at Home, without any fig- 
nificant Expence ; but we are to ſee, how 
they will be able to preſerve their Congueſts 
and their Trade, and keep their Armies on 
Foot abroad. This muſt be effected on a dif- 
ferent Principle, than the domeſtic Reſource, 
common to all well peopled Nations. A 
Flow of Wealth, arifing from a free and 
extended Commerce, is eſſentially neceſſary 
towards the carrying on a Foreign War : 
For altho' there may be Money enough in 
W-9 Frante, 
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France, as doubtleſs there is, yet if that be 
drawn off by Force and no Recruits to ſup. 
ply the common Circulation, it will be but 
a fatal Reſource; befides that the French 
Subjects, in precarious Times, know how to 
ſecrete their Wealth as well as other People, 
which, for the preſent, is the ſame Thing 
as ſending it Abroad. But we muſt not 
wonder that this is not underſtood by ſome 
People, fince' they who do not know the 
State of their own Country, are hardly 
acquainted with that of France, as ob- 
viouſly enough appears, by every Step they 
take; and will be ſtill more apparent, by 
ſhewing you, that the French have in Effect, 
loſt all their Trade, as well as are weak- 
ned in their Military Power as above. This 
I likewiſe conceive few have conſidered 
comprehenſively, though all ſee it in Frac- 
tures; I therefore, for your Satisfaction, 
throw it into ſuch a Light, as to make it 
appear at one View, viz. 


Lof 
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Loft to the French fince the Par; 


The Eaft India Trade — totally. 
Fiſhery — Ditto — if we pleaſe. 
Turkey — Ditto — at leaſt for the pre- 
| ſent. 
Lyons — Ditto — the Courſe into the 
Empire ſtopt. 
Bourdeaux Ditto — by the War withus. 
Land Trade by South France—by the Allies 
Army. 
The Fur Trade — totally on Canada Side. 
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There remains to them at preſent then, 
only their Trade to the Veſt India Iſhands, 
and M*fiſippi, which we muſt be guilty of 
the higheſt Negligence imaginable to ſuffer 
them to carry on another Summer, and 
then from whence will ſpring their Re- 
lources ? Can any reaſonable Man imagine? 
Thus, you ſee, Sir, how Men, who only 
confider Things in Parts, are apt to judge 
on public Affairs, and brigue for a Peace at 
a Time, when the purſuing of a 6briſe 
Var can only eſtabliſh us in Power, Wealth, 
C 2 Peace, 
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Peace, and me I need not ſet in 
Ballance aur with the French Trade, à 
loſt, becauſe you can't help knowing of it 
being really improv'd ; though by the work 
Conduct in the World we have loſt a Mul. 
titude of Shipping, But to avoid that for 
the future, as well as to the French 


Trade entirely, I ſhall beg Leave to ob- 
ſerve to you the Means I think right to ef. 


feuate both. 


The firſt is by Act of Parliament to make 
it Felony, either to carry Provifions from 
Ireland, or Lumber from the Plantations, 
to any part of the Dominions of France. 
And to prevent that common Trick of 
Ships running purpoſely i in the way of be- 
ing taken, make it Felony to inſure Lum- 
ber or Proviſion Ships, both Parties liable, 
but one pardon'd op diſcovering the other, 
and the Perſon inſuring not liable to pay 
the Damage.—But Ships hound to our own 
Plantations to fail under ſtrong Convoys, 
the Owners giving ample Security, -for the 
Maſters obeying Orders, and not n 
| lofing Gow Convoy. 
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It was obſerv'd, during the firſt Part of this 
War, that the Privateers took a vaſt Num- 
ber of the Enemies Weſt-India Ships, I 
think there were 240, worth, on an Ave- 
rage 5000/7. a Ship, taken between our Men 
of War and Privateers ; whereupon the 
French took new Meaſures, and put their 
Trade under the Direction of ſtrong Con- 
voys, making at the ſame Time, the judi- 
cious Orders, which I have annex'd by way 
of Appendix, which although before pub- 
liſh'd, may not have come to the Know- 
ledge of many Readers. On this the Mer- 
chants and money'd People left off priva- 
teering, and laid up their Ships. We never 
conſidered how to counterpoiſe the Ene- 
mies good Conduct; and the Conſequence 
has been, that we have not only loſt the 
Benefit of our Privateers, but have fince loſt 
three Ships to their one, and their Weſt-In- 
dia Trade has roſe, and flouriſhed again. 
This is fo important a Matter, as cannot 
upon this occaſion be paſſed over with any 
kind of Decency, ſince the quick ending 
of the Var mainly depended on it, and 

C4 how 
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madd n falſe, or rather negli 
gent Step, is now the Queſtion. That the 
Merchants cannot fit out any Ships, able 
to beat the French Convoys, i is certain; and 
as they cannot get any ſignificant Prize; 
without, it follows, that they muſt fit out 
none at all. But tis poſſible they might 
conſent to do it, if right Propoſals were 
made to them, and they might, at a ſmall 
Expence to the Government, be render'd 
eminently uſeful, by only contracting with 
the Government to cruize on certain Sta- 
tions with the Men of War; on being al- 
low'd Proviſions at the Ds Expence, two 
or three 60 Gun Ships, with three or four 
Privateers, making at any Time a ſuffici- 
ent Squadron to deſtroy the French Con- 
voy. This would anſwer the Owners Pur. 
poſe very well, as their Hazard would be 
ſmall, when they have neither Wages nor 
*. to load the Outſet; and the Men's 
who ſerve, as they might have a greater 
Allowance of Prize-Money, and be moral 
ly ſure of Succeſs. Nor is there any Objection 
to this but what may be cafily anſwer 

ed; As to the Notion that the — 
| | ge 
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get the Men of Wars Men from them, its 
an Error, they rather make Men for them, 
and I believe it would be found, that this, 
or ſome fimilar Encouragement, would be 
as much the Means of diſtrefling the Ene- 
my, or, more than the Allied Army in Pro- 
vence, and conſequently put the State of the 
War in the beſt Train imaginable, and 
make a better Peace than all the Negocia- 
tors at Breda put together. I could deli- 
ver many Schemes to this Purpoſe, either of 
which I conceive would anſwer, but chuſe 
not to digreſs ſo far from the main Intent 
of this Work; when I ſee the HEIMs- 
MEN of the STATE inclinable to do any 
thing that's ſhining, it will be Time enough 
to give them my beſt Aſſiſtance, otherwiſe 
the publiſhing my "peri may do harm, 
but can do no good. 


— of our. public. A 
fairs underſtand the Situation of the” Ene- 
my's thoroughly, they are fo far in the fair 
Way to Succeſs; they have next only to 
underſtand their own, and to have Wit e- 
nough to operate them to effect. I think 
| | 3 We 


we have gone a good Way in confidering 
of both, I hope we have made the Enemy' 
very clear, and it remains now only to ad- 
juſt our own, form the Parallel, and con- 
clude the Subject. | 


The Principles I would finiſh upon are 
theſe : That Taxes already ſettled be fully 
rais'd, and all Impediments thereto ob- 
; viated ; that new ones, if neceffary, be laid 
where leaſt burthenſome, leaſt oppreflive, 
leaſt obſtructive to Trade, and rais'd at the 
leaſt Expence. That our Naval Affairs be 
judiciouſly attended to, and no Money 
ſquander d away on Place-Men or Ele&:- 
ons. And that, to bring all this to bear, 
ſome Men of Spirit and Judgment, riſe up 
and put the whole in execution ; the Parts 
of themſelves being nothing, without a right 
Head to bring them together, and to make 
them act in due Order, with full Force 


and Efhicacy, 
As to the firſt Principle, its as obvious 3; 
ght, that Taxes can never be duly levied, 


Li 
while Thieves and Vagabonds, holding - 


. 

tle Frecholds, or being Voters in pitiful 
Boroughs, are tacitly permitted to obſtruct 
them, That this is now the Caſe has been 
prov'd beyond all Contradiction, and while 
it continues to be ſo, the endeavouring to 
raiſe the full Taxes vain. No well go- 
vern'd Nation was ever bully'4 by Smug- 
zlers before, nor did ever any Men, who pre- 
tended to direct public Affairs, or to have 
a Grain of Honeſty, as we can find in Hiſ- 
tory, dream of obliquely encouraging ſuch 
illicit Practices; from whence I ſhall beg 
Leave to infer, that, until their Supporters 
are diſempower d, this monſtrous Super- 
ſtructure of confefs'd Villainy muſt ſtand, 
we muſt be content with ſuch Levies as we 
can make; as to the reſt, like con. 
tented Cuckolds, put our Horns in aur Poc. 
kets, Not that this is the Way to beat 
France, but is the ready Road to a ruinous 
and deftrufiive Peace. However, as we 
hope that this will be immediately amend- 
ed, or perhaps ſo far obviated, as not to 
put us under the Neceſſity of new Taxes, 
while at all Events, the Surpluſage of thoſe 
<Cually rais d is a ſufficient Fund for rai- 
ſing 
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ling at leaſt 20,000,000, which is what 
our Enemies can't pretend to; but if new 
ones, muſt be rais'd, as does not at all ſeem 
neceflary, it's plain we can, by doubling the 
Window-Tax, and laying it equal, or by 
bringing the Land- Tax to an Equality on- 
Fa _ a Fund for twice 20,000,000; 
and therefore no kind of Neceſſity to bur. 
then, Trade, which trebles the Oppreſſion 
on the Landed Intereſt, and is perhaps the 
leaſt n in raiſing of any we have, 


Here | can't help obſerving the Abſar- 
| dity of allowing a Shilling in the Pound, 
for teceiving and iſſuing the Money raisd 
and brought into. the Excbeguer, while we 
are endeavouring to ſave as little, by a Means 
that looks odd in our preſent Circumſtances; 
for as it's evident, Money enough is to be 
had, the Notion of breaking his Majeſty's 
Guards makes it ſeem, as if we had no 
Money in the Nation, and muſt look a little 
particular to our Allies, and give Spirits to 
our Enemies, though on a falſe Foundati- 
The King of Spain is faid to have 
done ſomething like it, but its n 
ant 


- 


9 

Want of Money; I own I don't underſtand 
the true Reaſon, unleſs it be to raiſe more 
aſeful Men inſtead of them, but then not 
only ſo many People will be injur d, but 
there ſeems ſomething diſhonourable in the 
doing it. The Magnificence of the Crown, 
or, as others term it, the Embroidery of the 
State, is really more to be regarded in this 
Nation than Men generally dream of, if 
Popularity comes once to conceive a mean 
Notion of kingly Power. Though I am as 
mich a Commonwealth's Man as any rea- 


evident to me, that kingly Power 1s the on- 
ly Ballance that keeps us from Confuſion, 
am perſuaded that external Shew is in a 
great Meaſure the Baſis of that Power, and, 
when remov'd, will be a great Means to 
make it totter. And ſhould therefore con- 
ceive that as much Money may be ſav'd a 
much better Way, and without real Preju- 
tice to any body. For my Part, I fee no 
reaſon for ſuffering idle Patent Places to run 


- Ur 
ay at all. 


ſoning Man in the Kingdom, yet, as it is 


Way with ſuch a large Part of the Public 
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Our Naval Affairs are next in Place, 
the Care and judicious Management where. 
of importantly concerns us; this with 2 
right manner of raifing, and. juſt Diſpoſi. 
tion of the public Revenues, are the Foun- 
dation of all, and we are to be great or li- 
tle, have a ruinous War, or a deſtructiue 
Peace, as theſe happen to be conducted. 


Our Navy now is near equal to that c 
all Europe beſides, is at leaſt four to one 
againſt France, and muſt increaſe as her's 
leflens. Trade is equally the Support of 
both, and next good Management. For 
this laſt Year or two, I think the French 
| have done much more for the Protectia 
of Trade than ours ; they have loſt but few 
Ships, we a Number I am aſham'd to 
mention ; where the Fault lies is next to 
be enquir'd into. 


The good Conduct of the French in gi- 
ving the Orders before-mention'd to be in 
the Appendix, put an End in Effect to our 
prĩvateering, and conſequently ä 

Ing 
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Hing Naval-Power, by at leaſt one half; 
ſairs, purſued no counter Meaſures, The 
great Object before us was the preventing 
of the Duke D' Anville's Fleet, getting off 
to America, which was in no Senſe the 
Thing, .fince we at that Time either in- 
tended a Deſcent on Britany *, or we did 
not; if we did, the carrying off the Troops 
and diſciplin'd Militia in that Fleet was the 
very Thing to be wiſh'd, and a very little 
Addition to our Naval Force at Cape Bre- 
ton, ſufficient to obviate all Attempts of 
the Enemy there. If we did not intend a 
Deſcent on Britany, ſurely it would have 
been beſt ſo to have divided our acting Squa- 
drons, as to have prevented at leaſt 240 
Sail of Merchant-Ships going out of the 
Bay of Biſcay, in one Fleet under the Con- 


* The Deſcent on Britam, ſeems only intended to 
woid the Conſequences of an Expedition to North A. 
nerica, previoufly agreed upon and not executed; be- 
auſe if that had been done, no Peace could have been 
made with France, without delivering it up again, 
which the People would never agree to. 


\ 


voy 


TY 
voy of four me 3} only. But con- 
trary to this, the Diſpoſition of our Fleet 
was ſo very extraordinary, that out of the 
faid Bay, and much about the fame Time, 
this Convoy, and the Duke D' Anville's Fleet 
both faild, the one by the North, the 
other by the South Confines, while Admi- 
ral Martin was cruizing with a very ſtrong 
Squadron juſt in the Middle, as if his Bu- 
fineſs was only to ſee the Enemy well out. 
When the Enemy. was gone I don't re- 
member that any Ships were ſent after 

Mr. Conflans, or to ſtrengthen the Squadron 
at Cape Breton, our Fleet being kept toge- 
ther for the Deſcent on Britany, which de- 
tach d from other Regards was right enough, 
but as it was conducted, impoſſible to ope- 
rate fignificantly ; ſo that the whole Year 
no one thing was done, either againſt the 
Enemies Trade, or on. the Coaſt, From 
whence I ſhall beg Leave to conclude with- 
out any further Remarks on our Naval 
Conduct, that let us blunder as much as 
we will, and act by one eternal Soleciſm, 
yet that, with a very little right Conduct 
henceforth, the Power, Wealth, and Com- 
| merce 


(49) 

erce of France, it ras for ever ; and 
that we have, and France has not thoſe 
Reſources in Store, which the World has 
been led, blindly, and implicitly to believe, 
from the hermaphroditical united Outcry 
of miniſterial Agents, and profeſs'd Faco- 
cobites ; the one ſtimulated, I hope, by Fear 
only, the other on Principles too evident to 
need Mluſtration. To render the Folly of 
one, and the Wickedneſs of the other evi- 
dent, it may not be improper with the 
State of our own Nation abbreviated, to ſhew 
at the fame Time that of all Europe. * 
I ſhall not here engage in the common 
Diſpute, which are greateſt, the Revenues 
of the Crown of France, or of England, 
fince an arbitrary Prince has all his Subject: 
Money he can find, in his Power, while a 
free State only gives what's neceſſary, The 
Riches of Nations, as well as of private 
People, is beſt known by the Credit they 
have with others; its plain that whate- 
ver we find neceſſary is not wanted; on the 
contrary, is readily ſapply'd when wiſe 
Men en in the Means; and its extreme- 
ly well known, that our finking Fund on- 
ly, without laying new Taxes, is amply 
Ru to anſwer all the of 
D the 
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the State, for at leaſt a ſeven Years War, ſo far 
as to pay the Intereſt of all Extraordinarieg 
above. the common. Revenues;. and how 
much they are capable of being farther im- 
prov'd, has been already mention d. I be- 
lieve no body will deny, but that our own 
Commerce is in a thriving Way, and the 
French on the decline; nor that it is in our 
Power, with very moderate Care and Skill, 
to entirely ruin that of France; which Na- 
tion, not being in any. Way of acquiring 
new Revenues by further Dominion, muſt 
act on its own Bottom, and by loſing its 
Trade, fink under the Burthen of the War, 
which there is not the leaſt Appearance of 
on our Part. The Troops of our Allies are 
at leaſt equal to thoſe of France, andat preſent 
on the gaining Side. If any new Ally ſtarts up 
for France, againſt the Court of Vienna, 
the late Treaty with Ruff will fully Bal- 
Lance it; ſo that it does not any Way ap- 
by what Means the French Court can 
extricate themſelves out of their preſent 
Difficulties, by bringing into the Field, in 
South Far, an equal Number of diſci- 


plin d Troops, as are already there of the 
Allies; nor find an Ally capable of doing 


her apy important Service. The Event in 
the 
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the Eye of common Senſe, is very 
clear. © France muſt be ſoon ruin'd and ex- 
hauſted, both by Sea and Land, except ſhe 
can find Means to conquer, which, at leaſt, 
s not very probable, either in the Low- 
Countries, or in South France; and by Sea 
s quite out of the Queſtion. Spain may 
be loſt to her ſoon, and then the very Baſis 
of her Support falls of Courſe. Beſides 
that Spain, if continuing to act on the old 
Han, will not probably be able to do much; 
that Kingdom has not an Affluence of 
people, nor conſequently can raiſe many 
soldiers, without wounding her vital Part, 
the Labour of the Poor, which is the Sup- 
port of all Nations. The Crown of Spain, 
notwithſtanding the Wealth of the Weſt- 
Indies, is always neceffitous, and muſt be 
more fo, if juſt and regular Meaſures are 
purlned on our Part, to prevent the Re- 
nn. The Affair of the Marriage with 
the Houſe of Saxony, cannot at preſent be 
apectcd to anſwer any important Purpoſe, 
ince any Motions from that Houſe in Fa- 
wur of France, muſt hazard the Loſs of 
the two Sicilies. And Naa ſeems ſuf- 
ciently ſecured to ballance the Turks in 
ile they ſhould attempt any Irruption in- 
D 2 e to 
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to the Empreſs's hereditary Dominions; 


as to the revolting State of Genoa, tho 
it may require ſome Time to clear up, has 
no very favourable Aſpect towards ths Houſe 


of Bourbon, but rather ſeems on the Point 


of imminent Deſtruction. 

On our Part, while in Alliance with the 
Court of Vienna, we certainly cannot want 
Men, if we have Money to pay them, and, 
I think, tis very clear we don't want that, 
The Soldiers on our Part, and for aught ! 
can ſee, the Generals too, are full as good 
as the French; our Succeſs on the Side of 
Provence, probably a Ballance for the Loſs 


af the Low Countries. The King of Sar- 


dinia, I conceive, intereſted beyond the Ha- 
zard of lofing him, and, as far as human 


Judgment can be ſuppos'd to extend, no 


Danger of Ttaly's being diſturb'd by the 
Power of the Tuo Sicilies, and there is the 
beſt Appearance, that our Army in the Lou 
Countries, this Year, will be, at leaft a Match 
for the French. It remains then, that we 
only conſider a little farther the State of na- 
val Affairs, as to the military Part, where 
there ſeems no Appearance of any important 
Oppoſition; as we can calculate them to 2 
greater Certainty than we can n by Land, „ 
5 


4 


DFS 8 8. 


= 


277 


8 
1 


3 
0 


(53) 

cauſe-we are better afſar'd of our Intereſt. 
If Holland does not publickly declare a- 
oainſt France, we are very ſure of its not 


acting againſt us, and I believe are equally. 


fafe as to the Northern Powers in general ; 
therefore have only F eee 
Spain and France. Spain not being a Na- 
tion in general Trade, raiſes no more Sea- 
men than ſhe can coveniently employ to her 
own Colonics; if ſhe employs them in the 
naval. Service, then the Trade muſt ſuffer, 
and conſequently the Money Channele be 
damm'd op. If in the Trade, then the 
Navy can't be ſupported. For it is not 
with Spain, as with the maritime Powers, 
or, indeed, with France, that many Men 
may be draughted off, and yet the Trade 
carried on; Spain not having Seamen e- 
nough in its whole Trade, to man a Na- 
vy much leſs. to do it as we can, with: a 
third or fourth Man. The Reaſon why: 
France can't keep up a Navy of any Con- 
fideration for a long Time, differs. efſeati- 
ally from the other. The great Expence 
the French Court is at in training and ſup- 
porting a numerous Land Army, a Multi- 
tude of Forts and Gariſons, befides what 
is expended in common with us, renders it 


D 3 impracti- 
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3 ('s * 
ravpretticable. Wa 
ice in Peace, being near equal to ours 
in — notwithſtanding the foreign Troops 
we ſupport, and the Alliances we engage 
in; ſo that if both France and Spain toge- 


> employ accordingly. 

I muſt — I fee our Advantages in 2 

much higher Light, if good Counſels be 

purſued, and in Hopes that they will be 

ſo, ſhall beg Leave to conclude theſe my 
Remarks. 
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theſe Orders be executed; 3 
and regiſtered wherever needful, AAS hey er 
tend to be ignorant thereof. . | 

Done at the Camp pts Th the Yb Dy 


of Moy, 1745- 8 105 * | 
f Signed, 1 
And underneath, PHLLIPEAUX 


The Duke de Pexthicore Adraical of . 


F Aving reviſed the King's Ordets on the other 
Part, with Command to put the ſume in Execu- 
—— — Lieutemants-Genetal, 
Commodores, Captains of Ships, Commiſſaries, and 
other Officers to whom it may belong, Kitewiſe the 
Officers of the Admiralty, to put them in Executior, 
e alſo v0 publiſh ant 
enro wherever it ma be ä and in the 
hat Form 3 1950 = 
Done at the Carp before e. the 0 Day of 
Moyes. _ 
| Gel LJ: l Bonds, 
And lower, by bis Serene Hig 
Signed, ROMIEU. 
( Collated with the Original by us, Eſcuyer 
WN Conſciller Secretary to the Kipgs Houſe- 
Vial Corn of Prone, a freadury. 
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